
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

Dear all, 

The next ENVI committee meetings will 

take place on 15 and 22 April. We will be  
tackling a variety of issues across the range  
of ENVI's responsibilities: health, food 
safety and the environment.  

Regarding health, we will continue work on 
building a European Health Union capable  
of responding more effectively to 

pandemics and other health crises. The  
draft report on a reinforced role for the European Medicines Agency will be 
discussed on 15 April and that on cross-border threats to health a week later.  
We will also be hearing from the World Health Organisation to gain an 
international perspective on pandemics and the EU Health Union. 

The second April meeting will also see an exchange of views with Commissioner 
Stella Kyriakides as part of the structured dialogue. This will allow a broad 

overview of political priorities in the fields of health and food safety. 

16 April will see a vote on entering negotiations with the Council on the 
proposed regulation on health technology assessment. This will enable joint 

clinical assessment of health technologies at the EU level, ensuring more and 
better clinical evidence as the basis for determining the relative efficacy and 
therapeutic benefits of medicines. 

The Committee will hold its annual exchange of views with Dr Bernhard Url,  
Executive Director of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) on the 
previous day. Members will have a chance to discuss how EFSA assesses risk in 
the EU food safety system, including the impact of new rules on transparency  

and sustainability. 

That meeting will also see a session on the implementation of the food controls  

legislation, expected to include discussion of controlling illicit and counterfe it 
pesticides, GMOs, and the independence of controls. This will be followed by 
an exchange of views with the Director of DG SANTE's Health and Food Audits  
and Analysis. While over 80% of the planned controls concern food, the 
directorate also controls a number of human health areas. The session will 

allow questions about Brexit implementation and on the impact of COVID-19 
to be addressed. 

The Committee will adopt a motion for a resolution on soil protection on 15-16 

April. This calls for an EU-wide common framework for the protection and 
sustainable use of soil, addressing different soil threats and promoting  
restoration measures. It stresses that healthy soils are essential to achieve 
objectives such as climate neutrality, biodiversity restoration, zero pollution,  
healthy and sustainable food systems and a resilient environment. 

I will also report back on the ongoing negotiations with Council about the 
European Climate Law and we will adopt a draft recommendation for second 

reading of the LIFE programme. This implements the agreement reached with 
Council on the programme, which will contribute to mainstreaming climate  
actions and to achieving the overall target of at least 30% of the EU budget 
expenditure supporting climate objectives. 

On 22 April, we will vote on modifications to the Aarhus Regulation, considering  
amendments that would allow a wider range of acts adopted by an EU 
institution or body to be reviewed to ensure that they did not contravene  

environmental law. 

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html   

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 

account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin - 14 April 2021 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

• Soil protection - vote on the amendments (15/04) and vote on motion for 
resolution (16/04) 

 Establishing a Programme for the Environment and Climate Action (LIFE) - 
vote on the draft recommendation for the second reading (16/04) 

 Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
on health technology assessment and amending Directive 2011/24/EU - 
vote on the decision to enter into interinstitutional negotiations (16/04) 

 Commission Delegated Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 
1234/2008 concerning the examination of variations to the terms of 
marketing authorisations for medicinal products for human use and 
veterinary medicinal products - vote on motion for a resolution (16/04) 

 Commission Regulation amending Annexes II, III and IV to Regulation (EC) 
No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards  
maximum residue levels for aclonifen, acrinathrin, Bacillus pumilus QST 
2808, chlorantraniliprole, ethirimol, lufenuron, penthiopyrad, piclora m 
and Pseudomonas sp. strain DSMZ 13134 in or on certain products - vote 

on the motion for resolution (16/04) 

 Commission Regulation amending Annexes II, III and IV to Regulation (EC) 
No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards  
maximum residue levels for acequinocyl, acibenzolar-S-methyl, Bacillus  

subtilis strain IAB/BS03, emamectin, flonicamid, flutolanil, fosetyl, 
imazamox and oxathiapiprolin in or on certain products - vote on motion 
for resolution (16/04) 

 Amending Regulation (EC) No 1367/2006 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 6 September 2006 on the application of the provisions of 
the Aarhus Convention on access to information, public participation in 
decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters to 
community institutions and bodies - vote on the amendments (22/04) and 

vote on the draft report (23/04) 

Considerations 

• Consideration of draft report on a reinforced role for the European 
Medicines Agency in crisis preparedness and management for medicinal 
products and medical devices (15/04) 

• Consideration of motion for a resolution on Commission Delegated 
Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1234/2008 concerning the  
examination of variations to the terms of marketing authorisations for 

medicinal products for human use and veterinary medicinal products  
(15/04) 

• Consideration of motion for a resolution on Commission Regulation 
amending Annexes II, III and IV to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the  
European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels 
for aclonifen, acrinathrin, Bacillus pumilus QST 2808, chlorantraniliprole ,  

ethirimol, lufenuron, penthiopyrad, picloram and Pseudomonas sp. strain 
DSMZ 13134 in or on certain products (15/04) 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/meetings/votes


 

 Consideration of Draft Opinion  on European Strategy for Critical Raw 
Materials (22/04) 

 Consideration of Draft Opinion on Guidelines for the Trans-Europea n 
energy infrastructure (22/04) 

 Consideration of Draft Report on cross-border threats to health (22/04) 

Exchanges of views 

 Presentation of Joint Research Centre (JRC) report on "The use of woody 
biomass for energy production in the EU" (15/04) 

 Exchange of views with Dr Bernhard Url, Executive Director of the 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) (15/04) 

 Exchange of views on Implementation session of the food controls  
legislation (15/04) 

 Exchange of views with Ms Maria Pilar Aguar Fernandez, Director of the 
Health and Food Audits and Analysis of DG SANTE (15/04) 

 Exchange of views with Commissioner Kyriakides as part of the structured 
dialogue (22/04) 

 Exchange of views with WHO on the European Union Health Union package 
and the WHO’s global response to the pandemic (22/04) 

 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

Soil protection 
The motion for a resolution on soil protection 

acknowledges the importance of healthy soil 
as a guarantor of biodiversity and contributor 
to climate mitigation and adaptation 
measures. It calls on the Commission to 
promote an EU-wide common framework for 

the protection and sustainable use of soil, addressing different soil threats and 
promoting restoration measures. It also stresses that healthy soils are essential 
to achieve the objectives of the European Green Deal such as climate neutrality,  
biodiversity restoration, zero pollution, healthy and sustainable food systems 
and a resilient environment.  

The motion and the two oral questions (already adopted by ENVI) are  

scheduled for the April plenary. 

Co-sponsors: WEISS (EPP), ARENA (S&D), HOJSÍK (RE), RIPA (Greens/EFA), 

VONDRA (ECR), VILLANUEVA RUIZ (THE LEFT) 
 

Amending Aarhus Regulation - access to 
information, participation in decision-making and 

access to justice in 

environmental matters 
This regulation is being revised to improve  
the implementation of the Aarhus  
Convention and the EU’s compliance with 
its international obligations in response to 

the Aarhus Convention’s Compliance  
Committee findings that the EU was not in 

compliance with elements of the Convention. The Commission's proposa l 

would enable NGOs to request a review of additional non-legislative acts  
adopted by an EU institution or body to ensure that these did not infring e  
environmental law. Amendments seek to grant access to the review process to 
additional groups, reduce the costs of bringing cases and modify the definition 
of the acts subject to review. 

Rapporteur: DOLESCHAL (EPP) 

Shadows: BRGLEZ (S&D), HOJSÍK (Renew), TOUSSAINT (Greens/EFA), 
ZALEWSKA (ECR), WALLACE (The Left) 
 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Draft report on a reinforced role for the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA) 

This proposal and the next form part of the  
package of measures to build a Europea n 
health union, learning from the 

coronavirus pandemic. It would enable the  
EMA to: monitor and mitigate the risk of  
shortages of critical medicines and medical 

devices; advise on medicines which may treat, prevent or diagnose diseases 
causing those crises; coordinate studies to monitor the effectiveness and safety 

of vaccines; and coordinate clinical trials. 

The Rapporteur's draft report underlines the need to reinforce the application 
of the “One Health approach” within the Union; proposes the establishment of  
an electronic platform, which would be able to track and trace medicina l 
products throughout the supply chain and provide data capable of detecting,  
and preventing shortages; and advocates the adoption of “shortage risk 

mitigation plans”. 

Rapporteur: GONZÁLEZ CASARES (S&D) 
Shadows: BUŞOI (EPP), RIES (Renew), MÉLIN (ID), METZ (GREENS), KOPCIŃSKA 
(ECR), KONEČNÁ (THE LEFT) 

Draft Report on cross-border threats to health  
The proposed Regulation sets out a 
framework for EU action on preparedness, 
surveillance, risk assessment, and early 
warning and responses; and enhances 

guidance for the adoption of common 
measures to face future threats. 

The Rapporteur welcomes the new measures proposed by the Commission but 
considers that major aspects should be strengthened to promote solidarity in 
the EU and beyond; strengthen operational coordination so that the EU is 
prepare to deal not only with a new pandemic but also environmental or 

chemical threats; ensure a European supply of health products; and establish 
inclusive health governance, including by facilitating partnerships in border 
regions. 

Rapporteur: TRILLET-LENOIR (RENEW) 
Shadows: de LANGE (EPP), CERDAS (S&D), MÉLIN (ID), AUKEN(Greens/EFA), ), 
KOPCIŃSKA (ECR),  KONEČNÁ (THE LEFT) 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197515/PERNILLE_WEISS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124936/MARIA_ARENA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197770/MARTIN_HOJSIK/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/206158/MANUELA_RIPA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537/ALEXANDR_VONDRA/home
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197446/MILAN_BRGLEZ/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197770/MARTIN_HOJSIK/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97236/MARIE_TOUSSAINT/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572/ANNA_ZALEWSKA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197817/MICK_WALLACE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197718/NICOLAS_GONZALEZ+CASARES/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38420/CRISTIAN-SILVIU_BUSOI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4253/FREDERIQUE_RIES/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765/JOELLE_MELIN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/193292/TILLY_METZ/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530/JOANNA_KOPCINSKA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197593/VERONIQUE_TRILLET-LENOIR/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38398/ESTHER_DE+LANGE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197641/SARA_CERDAS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765/JOELLE_MELIN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/MARGRETE_AUKEN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530/JOANNA_KOPCINSKA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA/home


 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS 

Exchange of views with EFSA Executive Director  
Dr Bernhard Url, Executive Director of the European Food Safety Authority will 

take part in the annual exchange of views with the Committee on 15 April. This  
will provide Members with a chance to discuss EFSA's main activities in 2020 
and future work plans. 

Future work will be in the context of the new Transparency Regulation, which 
gives citizens access to scientific studies and information submitted to EFSA and 
embeds public consultations in the process for assessing applications for 
approval of regulated products.  

Other points likely to be raised include: tasks related to the Farm to Fork 
strategy including front of pack labelling; nutrient profiles and health claims on 
food; EFSA’s draft strategy 2027; the One Health annual report on antimicrobia l 

resistance; and the annual pesticide residues report. 

Exchange of views with Commissioner Kyriakides as 

part of the structured dialogue  

The structured dialogue with Health and Food Safety Commissioner Stella  

Kyriakides gives the ENVI committee members the opportunity to question the 
Commissioner on the state of play, progress and outlook of the Commissioner's  
work within her responsibilities. 

An update on the EU's response to the COVID-19 pandemic (including the EU 
Vaccines Strategy, Digital Green Certificate, COVAX, HERA and EU4Health) is 
likely to be a key theme. Other issues for discussion may include the 
Pharmaceutical Strategy, Antimicrobial Resistance, Europe’s Beating Cancer 

Plan and the Farm to Fork Strategy.  

Exchange of views with WHO on EU Health Union 

package and on its global response to the pandemic 

On 22 April, ENVI will discuss  

the international implications  
and global perspectives of  
measures under the Europea n 
Health Union package, in 
particular the proposal on 

cross-border health threats,  
with World Health Organisation experts. The debate will also cover other 
aspects of the WHO’s global response to the pandemic, including internationa l 
health regulations and the WHO's cooperation with the EU in that framework. 

Implementation session on the food controls 
legislation and exchange of views with DG SANTE 

Director of Health and Food Audits and Analysis  

The implementation session mainly concerns Regulation (EU) 2017/625 on 

official controls and other activities performed to ensure the application of food 
and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant 
protection products. The Commission will answer questions raised on topics  
such as illicit/counterfeit pesticides, GMOs, and the independence of controls. 

Following this, Ms Maria Pilar Aguar Fernandez, Director of the Health and Food 

Audits and Analysis of DG SANTE, will present the Directorate's current and 
planned work. The discussion is likely to include questions related to Brexit 
implementation and the impact of Covid-19, which has required most controls  
to be performed remotely. 

 

 NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications:  

• Study on a First appraisal of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement  

by Policy Department A 

 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing  
spread of zoonotic diseases   

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on mental health 

 Webinar proceedings on Mental health during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on food and nutrition security 

 Webinar proceedings on  An EU legal framework to halt and reverse 
deforestation 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on Impacts of climate change and air pollution on the health of 
the EU population 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 
positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 

 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 

 Briefing on Assessment of COVID-19 surveillance case definitions and 
data reporting in the European Union 

 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 In-depth analysis on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation, 
biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

Upcoming publications: 

 In-depth analysis on the Relation between different zoonotic pandemics, 
including COVID 19 and the livestock sector, including fur production 

 In-depth analysis on issues of access to medicinal products 
 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/kyriakides_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/658216/IPOL_STU(2021)658216_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658210/IPOL_BRI(2020)658210_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658213/IPOL_BRI(2020)658213_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658209/IPOL_BRI(2020)658209_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/642388/IPOL_STU(2020)642388_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf


 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

Transport and Environment report 2020 

Train or plane? 

The aim of this report is to inform decision-
makers on the current status and 

environmental impact of rail and air passenger travel in Europe. Furthermore,  
the report looks at how travel choices and their environmental impacts relate  
to the existing policy context. More information here.  

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
On 7 April 2021, EMA’s safety committee  
(PRAC) concluded that unusual blood clots  
with low blood platelets should be listed as 

very rare side effects of Vaxzevria (formerly  
COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca). So far, most 

of the cases reported have occurred in women under 60 years of age within 2 
weeks of vaccination. Based on the currently available evidence, specific risk 
factors have not been confirmed. More information here  

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
Mandated by ENVI, EFSA developed an integrated,  
holistic approach to the environmental risk  

assessment of multiple stressors in managed honey  
bees, which will be published later this  

year.  Following the end of a public consultation, EFSA published a graphic 

showing how this modelling system will be developed over the coming years, 
e.g. to be potentially used in the evaluation of the effects of pesticides on honey  
bees from mid-2023. More information is available here  

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)  
ECHA supports EU accession countries in capacity  
building 

Since 2011 ECHA has supported EU accession countries  
in building capacity ahead of joining the EU. A study managed by the Agency 
has now assessed the gaps and needs of aligning to and implementing EU 

chemicals legislation in Montenegro and Serbia and proposes national action 
plans on how to move forward. More information here. 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC)  
ECDC published on 29 March a technical report which 
examines SARS-CoV-2 transmission risk from 

vaccinated/previously infected individuals. The report 
shows that reinfections are quite rare. In particular, studies (conducted mostly 
before the emergence of SARS-CoV-2 variants) that have followed people for 
5 to 7 months after recovery from a SARS-CoV-2 infection have estimated that 
the protective effect of previous SARS-CoV-2 infection is very high (81-100%) 

during that period. Among vaccinated individuals, studies show, inter alia, 
that vaccination of a household member reduces the risk of infection in 
susceptible household members by at least 30% and vaccination significantly 
reduces symptomatic or asymptomatic infection. More information here  

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 10 May (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 

 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  

For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 

European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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